
 

Nursery Vocabulary Map - Cycle A 

 

 All about me/Homes Space Terrific Tales Sowing and Growing Amazing Animals Pirates/Sea Travel  

Communication and 
Language 
 
(Themed vocabulary) 

2 year olds:  
Me  
Head  
Eyes  
Nose  
Mouth  
Teeth  
Toothbrush  
Toothpaste  
House  
garden 

2 Year Olds: 
Leaves  
sun/moon/stars  
rocket  
Cold  
firework/fire/bang  
Christmas  
Santa  
Presents tree  

2 Year Olds: 
Book  
Animals  
Gruffalo  
tree  
 

2 Year Olds: 
Mud  
Water  
sun  
Flower  
Leaf  
dig 
 

2 Year Olds: 
Dog  
Cat  
Cow  
Sheep  
Pig  
Horse  
Monkey  
snake  

2 Year Olds: 
Seaside  
water  
Sea  
Beach  
Pirate  
boat  

3 year olds:  
Me  
Hair  
sister/brother  
Pet  
house  
Dentist 
Teeth  
Toothbrush  
Toothpaste  
Brush  
house 

3 year olds:  
Autumn  
Fireworks  
Rocket  
Space  
spaceship  
sun/moon/stars  
Christmas/tree  
Father Christmas/Santa  
presents  

3 year olds:  
Book 
Story 
Library 
page  
woods 

3 year olds:  
Flower 
insects/bugs 
Bee 
Sun 
Water 
Soil 
compost 

3 year olds:  
dog/puppy 
cat/kitten 
Cow 
Sheep 
Pig 
Horse 
Zebra 
Elephant 
tiger/lion 
Penguin 
giraffe 

3 year olds:  
Seaside 
Underwater 
sea/sand 
Ship 
Map 
money 

4 year olds:  
Teeth 
Toothbrush 
Toothpaste 
Brush 
House 
Flat 
caravan 

4 year olds: 
Autumn 
Fireworks 
Earth 
Mars 
Saturn 
Alien 
Christmas 
santa/Father christmas 
Presents  
Christmas tree  

4 year olds:  
Story 
Library 
Characters 
forest 

4 year olds:  
Flower 
Stem 
Roots 
Compost 
Seed 
Pollen 
Watering can 

4 year olds:  
dog/puppy 
cat/kitten 
cow/calf 
sheep/lamb 
pig/piglet 
horse/foal 
Flamingo 
Turtle 
giraffe 

4 year olds:  
Seaside 
Underwater 
Treasure map 
Treasure chest 
Ahoy 
Tug boat 
Ferry 
Ship 
 

Personal,Social and 
Emotional Development 

2 year olds:  
Me 
sad/happy 
Crying 
Family members 
House 
please/thank you 
Stop 
help 

2 year olds:  
Me 
sad/happy 
Crying 
Family members 
House 
please/thank you 
Stop 
help 

2 year olds:  
Me 
sad/happy 
Crying 
Family members 
House 
please/thank you 
Stop 
help 

2 year olds:  
Me 
sad/happy 
Cross 
Crying 
Family members 
House 
please/thank you 
Stop 
help 

2 year olds:  
Me 
sad/happy 
Angry 
Crying 
Family members 
House 
please/thank you 
Stop 
help 

2 year olds:  
Me 
sad/happy 
Angry 
Crying 
Family members 
House 
please/thank you 
Stop 
help 



 

3 year olds: 
Me 
sad/happy 
Cross 
Crying 
Family 
Home 
please/thank you 
Stop 
Help 
friends 

3 year olds: 
Fair 
myself/me 
Keep going 
relax/quiet 
Special 
Gentle/kind 
your/my turn 
wait/stop 
Nice - kind words 
please/thank you 

3 year olds: 
Strong 
Help 
task/job 
your/my turn 
wait/stop 
Nice - kind words 
please/thank you 

3 year olds: 
You 
Me 
Be careful/gentle 
clean/wash 
your/my turn 
wait/stop 
Nice - kind words 
please/thank you 

3 year olds: 
Safe 
Friends 
Help 
sad/happy 
Scared 
your/my turn 
wait/stop 
Nice - kind words 
please/thank you 

3 year olds: 
Safe 
Friends 
Help 
sad/happy 
Scared 
your/my turn 
wait/stop 
Nice - kind words 
please/thank you 

4 year olds: 
Special 
Safe 
Friends 
sad/happy 
Angry 
Crying 
family  
Home 
Friends 
share 

4 year olds: 
Fair 
myself/me 
Keep going 
relax/quiet 
Special 
gentle/kind 
your/my turn 
wait/stop 
Nice - kind words 
please/thank you 

4 year olds: 
Strong 
Help 
Exercise 
task/job 
sharing 

4 year olds: 
You 
Me 
Be careful/gentle 
clean/wash 
sharing 

4 year olds: 
Safe 
Friends 
Help 
sad/happy 
Scared 
sharing 

4 year olds: 
Resilience 
Safe 
Friends 
Help 
sad/happy 
Scared 
sharing 

Physical Development 2 year olds: 
Walk 
Run 
Jump 
Climb 
Crawl 
Kick 
Stop 
Go 
Catch 
 

2 year olds: 
Walk 
Run 
Jump 
Climb 
Crawl 
Kick 
Stop 
Go 
Catch 
Throw 
 

2 year olds: 
Walk 
Run 
Jump 
Climb 
Crawl 
Kick 
Stop 
Go 
Roll 
Catch 
Throw 

2 year olds: 
Walk 
Run 
Jump 
Climb 
Crawl 
Kick 
Stop 
Go 
Roll 
Catch 
Throw 
 

2 year olds: 
Walk 
Run 
Jump 
Climb 
Crawl 
Kick 
Stop 
Go 
Roll 
Catch 
Throw 
 

2 year olds: 
Walk 
Run 
Jump 
Climb 
Crawl 
Kick 
Stop 
Go 
Roll 
Catch 
Throw 
Turn 

3 year olds: 
Walk 
Run 
Jump 
Climb 
Crawl 
Kick 
Stop 
Go 
fast/slow 
Roll 
Catch 
Throw 

3 year olds: 
Walk 
Run 
Jump 
Climb 
Crawl 
Kick 
Stop 
Go 
fast/slow 
Roll 
Catch 
Throw 

3 year olds: 
Walk 
Run 
Jump 
Climb 
Crawl 
Kick 
Stop 
Go 
fast/slow 
Roll 
Catch 
Throw 

3 year olds: 
Walk 
Run 
Jump 
Climb 
Crawl 
Kick 
Stop 
Go 
fast/slow 
Roll 
Catch 
Throw 

3 year olds: 
Walk 
Run 
Jump 
Climb 
Crawl 
Kick 
Stop 
Go 
fast/slow 
Roll 
Catch 
Throw 

3 year olds: 
Walk 
Run 
Jump 
Climb 
Crawl 
Kick 
Stop 
Go 
fast/slow 
Roll 
Catch 
Throw 



 

follow Follow 
turn 

Follow 
Turn 
slither 

Follow 
Turn 
Copy 
slither 

Follow 
Turn 
Copy 
slither 

Follow 
Turn 
Copy 
Slither 
balance 

4 year olds: 
Walk 
Run 
Jump 
Climb 
Crawl 
Kick 
Stop 
Go 
fast/slow 
Roll 
Catch 
Throw 
follow 

4 year olds: 
Walk 
Run 
Jump 
Climb 
Crawl 
Kick 
Stop 
Go 
fast/slow 
Roll 
Catch 
Throw 
follow 
 

4 year olds: 
Walk 
Run 
Jump 
Climb 
Crawl 
Kick 
Stop 
Go 
fast/slow 
Roll 
Catch 
Throw 
follow 

4 year olds: 
Walk 
Run 
Jump 
Climb 
Crawl 
Kick 
Stop 
Go 
fast/slow 
Roll 
Catch 
Throw 
Follow 
Crawl 
slither 

4 year olds: 
Walk 
Run 
Jump 
Climb 
Crawl 
Kick 
Stop 
Go 
fast/slow 
Roll 
Catch 
Throw 
Follow 
Crawl 
slither 

4 year olds: 
Walk 
Run 
Jump 
Climb 
Crawl 
Kick 
Stop 
Go 
fast/slow 
Roll 
Catch 
Throw 
Follow 
Crawl 
slither 

Literacy 2 year olds: 
Book 
Picture 
Look 
Paint 
Pen 
paper 

2 year olds: 
Book 
Picture 
Look 
Paint 
Pen 
paper 

2 year olds: 
Book 
Picture 
Look 
Paint 
Pen 
Paper 
story 

2 year olds: 
Book 
Picture 
Look 
Paint 
Pen 
Paper 
story 

2 year olds: 
Book 
Picture 
Look 
Paint 
Pen 
Paper 
Story 
read 

2 year olds: 
Book 
Picture 
Look 
Paint 
Pen 
Paper 
Story 
read 

3 year olds: 
Book 
Story 
Picture 
Read 
Look 
draw 

3 year olds: 
Book 
Story 
Picture 
Read 
Look 
draw 

3 year olds: 
Book 
Story 
Picture 
Read 
Look 
Draw 
write 

3 year olds: 
Book 
Story 
Picture 
Read 
Look 
Draw 
write 

3 year olds: 
Book 
Story 
Picture 
Read 
Look 
Draw 
write 

3 year olds: 
Book 
Story 
Picture 
Read 
Look 
Draw 
Write 
name 

4 year olds: 
Book 
Story 
Picture 
Page 
Read 
Look 
Draw 

4 year olds: 
Book 
Story 
Picture 
Page 
Read 
Look 
Draw 

4 year olds: 
Book 
Story 
Picture 
Page 
Read 
Look 
Draw 

4 year olds: 
Book 
Story 
Picture 
Page 
Read 
Look 
Draw 

4 year olds: 
Book 
Story 
Picture 
Page 
Read 
Look 
Draw 

4 year olds: 
Book 
Story 
Picture 
Page 
Read 
Look 
Draw 



 

Write 
Name 
phonics 

Write 
Name 
phonics 

Write 
Name 
phonics 

Write 
Name 
phonics 

Write 
Name 
Phonics 
word 

Write 
Name 
Phonics 
word 

Mathematics 2 year olds: 
More 
big/small 
full/empty 
under/on/in 
Round 
Numbers - 1 

2 year olds: 
More 
big/small 
full/empty 
under/on/in 
Round 
Numbers - 1 

2 year olds: 
More 
big/small 
full/empty 
under/on/in 
Round 
heavy/light 
Numbers - 1, 2 

2 year olds: 
More 
big/small 
full/empty 
under/on/in 
Round 
heavy/light 
Numbers - 1, 2 

2 year olds: 
More 
big/small 
full/empty 
under/on/in 
Round 
heavy/light 
Numbers - 1, 2, 3 

2 year olds: 
More 
big/small 
full/empty 
under/on/in 
Round 
heavy/light 
Numbers - 1, 2, 3 

3 year olds: 
How many  
less 
More 
Size 
Pattern 
Under 
On top 
in/on 
heavy/light 
full/empty 
more/less 
Time 
Numbers 0-5 
Simple shape names 

3 year olds: 
How many  
less 
More 
Size 
Pattern 
Under 
On top 
in/on 
heavy/light 
full/empty 
more/less 
Time 
Numbers 0-5 
Simple shape names 

3 year olds: 
How many  
less 
More 
Size 
Pattern 
Under 
On top 
Behind 
In front 
in/on 
heavy/light 
full/empty 
more/less 
long/short 
Time 
Numbers 0-10 
Simple shape names 

3 year olds: 
How many  
less 
More 
Size 
Pattern 
Under 
On top 
Behind 
In front 
in/on 
heavy/light 
full/empty 
more/less 
long/short 
Time 
Numbers 0-10 
Simple shape names 

3 year olds: 
How many 
less 
More 
Size 
Pattern 
Under 
On top 
Behind 
In front 
Beside 
in/on 
heavy/light 
full/empty 
more/less 
long/short 
Time 
add/take away 
Numbers 0-10 
Simple shape names 

3 year olds: 
How many  
less 
More 
Size 
Pattern 
Under 
On top 
Behind 
In front 
Beside 
in/on 
heavy/light 
full/empty 
more/less 
long/short 
Time 
add/take away 
Numbers 0-10 
Simple shape names 

4 year olds: 
Match 
Sort 
amount/how many 
Less 
More 
Same 
Size 
Pattern 
Next to 
Under 
On top 
Behind 
In front 
Beside 
in/on 

4 year olds: 
Match 
Sort 
amount/how many 
Less 
More 
Same 
Size 
Pattern 
Next to 
Under 
On top 
Behind 
In front 
Beside 
in/on 

4 year olds: 
Match 
Sort 
amount/how many 
Less 
More 
Same 
Size 
Pattern 
Next to 
Under 
On top 
Behind 
In front 
Beside 
in/on 

4 year olds: 
Match 
Sort 
amount/how many 
Less 
More 
Same 
Size 
Pattern 
Next to 
Under 
On top 
Behind 
In front 
Beside 
in/on 

4 year olds: 
Match 
Sort 
amount/how many 
Less 
More 
Same 
Size 
Pattern 
Next to 
Under 
On top 
Behind 
In front 
Beside 
in/on 

4 year olds: 
Match 
Sort 
amount/how many 
Less 
More 
Same 
Size 
Pattern 
Next to 
Under 
On top 
Behind 
In front 
Beside 
in/on 



 

heavy/light 
full/empty 
more/less 
long/tall 
time 
add/take away 
Numbers 0-10 
Simple shapes 

heavy/light 
full/empty 
more/less 
long/tall 
time 
add/take away 
Numbers 0-10 
Simple shapes 

heavy/light 
full/empty 
more/less 
long/tall 
time 
add/take away 
Numbers 0-10 
Simple shapes 
subitising 

heavy/light 
full/empty 
more/less 
long/tall 
time 
add/take away 
Numbers 0-10 
Simple shapes 
subitising 

heavy/light 
full/empty 
more/less 
long/tall 
time/money language 
add/take away 
Numbers 0-10 
Simple shapes 
subitising 

heavy/light 
full/empty 
more/less 
long/tall 
time/money language 
add/take away 
Numbers 0-10 
Simple shapes 
subitising 

Understanding of the World 2 year olds: 
Head 
Eyes 
Nose 
Mouth 
Feet 
Mummy 
Daddy 
Names for grandparents 
House 
school/nursery 

2 year olds: 
school/nursery 
Space 
Planet 
Moon 
Sun 
Star 
Christmas 

2 year olds: 
Story 
Read 
Book 
House 
build 

2 year olds: 
Eggs 
Easter 
Plant 
Sun 
grow 

2 year olds: 
Animals 
Jungle 
Animal names 
Sounds 

2 year olds: 
Pirate 
Boat 
Water 
Sea 

3 year olds: 
Church 
Vicar 
Body 
Face 
Eyebrows 
Knees 
Feet 
Elbow 
Mummy 
Daddy 
Sister 
Brother 
Cousins 
auntie/uncle 
Grandparents 
House 
school/nursery 
Horrabridge 

3 year olds: 
Space 
Planets 
Earth 
Moon 
Sun 
Rocket 
Sky 
Fire 
Christmas 
Nativity 
Present 

3 year olds: 
Story 
Read 
Book 
Tale 
Story telling 

3 year olds: 
Easter 
Celebrate 
Spring 
Growing 
Plants 
Water 
Flower 
Leaf 
soil 

3 year olds: 
Explore 
Explorer 
Jungle 
Animals 
Rainforest 
Animal names 

3 year olds: 
Pirate 
Ship 
Mate 
Sea 
Float 
Boat 
 

4 year olds: 
Church 
Vicar 
Body 
Face 
Eyebrows 
Knees 
Neck 
Shoulders 

4 year olds: 
Christmas 
Nativity 
Carol 
Gift 
Precious 
Travel 
Space 
Autumn 

4 year olds: 
Traditional tales 
Story 
Read 
Houses 
Homes 
Library 

4 year olds: 
Seed 
Flower 
Stem 
Leaf 
Soil 
Grow 
Water 
Frog/tadpole, spider, worm, 

4 year olds: 
Map 
Cow/calf 
pig/piglet 
horse/foal 
sheep/lamb 
Goat 
Hen 
Penguin 

4 year olds: 
Seaside 
Float 
Sink 
Water 
Pirates 
Ship 
Hook 
travel 



 

Feet 
Toes 
Elbow 
Mummy 
Daddy 
Sister 
Brother 
Cousins 
auntie/uncle 
Grandparents 
Horrabridge 
Village 
town 

Winter 
Seasons 
Snow 
Ice 
Planets 

butterfly, caterpillar, snail, 
ladybird, bee 
River 
season 

polar bear 
Explore 
Explorer 
Jungle 
Animals 
Rainforest 
environment 

Expressive Arts and Design 2 year olds: 
Sing 
Song 
Dance 
Music 
loud/quiet 
Stick 
Paint 
pen 

2 year olds: 
Sing 
Song 
Dance 
Music 
loud/quiet 
Stick 
Paint 
pen 
 

2 year olds: 
Sing 
Song 
Dance 
Music 
slow/fast 
loud/quiet 
Stick 
Paint 
pen 

2 year olds: 
Sing 
Song 
Dance 
Music 
slow/fast 
loud/quiet 
Stick 
Paint 
pen 

2 year olds: 
Sing 
Song 
Dance 
Music 
slow/fast 
loud/quiet 
Stick 
Paint 
pen 

2 year olds: 
Sing 
Song 
Dance 
Music 
slow/fast 
loud/quiet 
Stick 
Paint 
pen 

3 year olds: 
Nursery rhymes 
singing/song 
dance/music 
Glue 
Stick 
Colour names 
Draw 
Paint 
colour 

3 year olds: 
Nursery rhymes 
singing/song 
dance/music 
Glue 
Stick 
Colour names 
Draw 
Paint 
colour 

3 year olds: 
Instruments 
Nursery rhymes 
singing/song 
dance/music 
Glue 
Stick 
Colour names 
Draw 
Paint 
colour 

3 year olds: 
Instruments 
Nursery rhymes 
singing/song 
dance/music 
Glue 
Stick 
Colour names 
Draw 
Paint 
colour 

3 year olds: 
Instruments 
Nursery rhymes 
singing/song 
dance/music 
Glue 
Stick 
Colour names 
Draw 
Paint 
colour 

3 year olds: 
Instruments 
Nursery rhymes 
singing/song 
dance/music 
Glue 
Stick 
Colour names 
Draw 
Paint 
colour 

4 year olds: 
Instruments 
Nursery rhymes 
singing/song 
dance/music 
Glue 
Stick 
Colour names 
Drawing 
painting 

4 year olds: 
Instruments 
Nursery rhymes 
singing/song 
dance/music 
Glue 
Stick 
Colour names 
Drawing 
painting 

4 year olds: 
Instruments 
Nursery rhymes 
singing/song 
dance/music 
Glue 
Stick 
Colour names 
Drawing 
painting 

4 year olds: 
Instruments 
Nursery rhymes 
singing/song 
dance/music 
Glue 
Stick 
Colour names 
Drawing 
painting 

4 year olds: 
Instruments 
Nursery rhymes 
singing/song 
dance/music 
Glue 
Stick 
Colour names 
Drawing 
Painting 
Colour mixing 

4 year olds: 
Instruments 
Nursery rhymes 
singing/song 
dance/music 
Glue 
Stick 
Colour names 
Drawing 
Painting 
Colour mixing 

 


