
RE Nursery - over the year

Key Vocabulary Definition

belief being certain that something exists or is true -
faith, trust, confidence in something/someone

behave the way that you behave is the way that you
do and say things, and the things that you do
and say.

story a description of events that actually happened
or that are invented

celebration a special social event, such as a party, when
you celebrate something

festival a festival is a day or time of the year when
people have a holiday from work and
celebrate some special event, often a religious
event.

different not the same

same same means that two or more things are
exactly like one another.

special not ordinary or usual





RE Reception - Autumn 1
F4 Being special: where do we belong?

Key Vocabulary Definition

unique being the only one

valuable something that is worth a lot, either in terms
of money or in terms of being useful or loved.

religious A person who believes in god/gods with an
important set of beliefs and practices.

religion is a fundamental set of beliefs and practices
that are followed by a large number of people.

non-religious A person who does not follow a religion

Bible The special book for a Christian including the
Old and New Testament

baptism a Christian ceremony in which water is poured
over someone's head or the person is briefly
covered completely by water

artefact an artefact is an ornament, tool, or other
object that is made by a human being,
especially one that is historically or culturally
interesting

Hindu follower/believer of Hinduism





RE Reception - Autumn 2
F2 Why is Christmas special for Christians?

Key Vocabulary Definition

Christmas Christian celebrate the birth of Jesus

Bible The Christian special book, including the Old
and New Testament

artefact an artefact is an ornament, tool, or other
object that is made by a human being,
especially one that is historically or culturally
interesting

Nativity a play that tells the story of Jesus Christ's
birth, usually performed by children at
Christmas:

carol A festive song

gift a thing given willingly to someone without
payment; a present

precious of great value or high price





RE Reception - Spring 1
F1 Why is the word ‘God’ so important to Christians?

Key Vocabulary Definition

created the action or process of bringing something
into existence

creator a person or thing that brings something into
existence

Creation Story A story describing or explaining the creation of
the world.

Christian follower of Christ

Muslim a follower of the religion of Islam.

Jew a person who believes in and practises the
religion of Judaism

prayer talking/speaking with God/god/gods

Harvest celebration a celebration that is held in churches and
schools in the autumn to give thanks for crops





RE Reception - Spring 2
F3 Why is Easter special to Christians?

Key Vocabulary Definition

Easter an annual Christian festival remembering the
resurrection of Jesus Christ

Palm Sunday the Sunday before Easter, on which Christ's
entry into Jerusalem is celebrated in many
Christian churches by processions in which
branches of palms are carried.

Hosanna an expression of adoration, praise, or joy.
Hosanna is often translated “Please Save Us.”

cross the main symbol of the Christian religion,
helping Christians remember the death of
Jesus Christ.

resurrection the Christian belief in the rising of Christ from
the dead.

Easter garden a creative way to represent the events of
Easter.





RE Reception - Summer 1
F5 What places are special and why?

Key Vocabulary Definition

special not ordinary or usual

significant important

church Christian place of worship

mosque Islamic place of worship

synagogue Jewish place of worship

temple Hindu place of worship

font A place in a church for the water used in
baptism, usually a free-standing stone
structure

minaret a slender tower, typically part of a mosque,
with a balcony from which a muezzin calls
Muslims to prayer.

worship to have or show a strong feeling of respect
and admiration for God or a god

Place of worship a building for religious services





RE Reception - Summer 2
F6 What times/stories are special and why?

Key Vocabulary Definition

Bible Christian special book

Old Testament the first part of the Christian Bible, comprising
thirty-nine books

Chanukah Chanukah is an eight-day Jewish festival that
commemorates the rededication of the Jewish
Temple in Jerusalem in the 2nd century b.c.e.

Prophet Muhammad founder of Islam. Muslims regard him as God's
messenger through whom the Koran was
revealed

Christian Follower of Christ

Jew a person who believes in and practises the
religion of Judaism

Muslim Follower of Islam

Hindu Follower of Hinduism





RE Year 1 Autumn 1
1.10 What does it mean to belong to a faith community?

Key Vocabulary Definition

belonging a sense of fitting in or feeling like you are an
important member of a group.

symbol a sign, shape, or object that is used to
represent something else:

baptism The Christian religious rite of sprinkling water
onto a person’s forehead or of immersing
them in water, symbolising purification or
regeneration. Baptism is the outward act that
symbolises the inward accepting that Jesus
Christ is Lord.

Baptismal candle A candle that represents the light of Christ for
the Christian family and the flame symbolises
the flame of faith which should burn
throughout the believer’s life.



Christening clothes Traditional outfits made just for baby's
baptism. They are almost always white and
can be very ornate, highly decorated
garments.

menorah the seven-branched golden candelabra that
was lit every day in the Tabernacle

Challah bread egg-rich yeast-leavened bread that is usually
braided or twisted before baking and is
traditionally eaten by Jews on the Sabbath





RE Y1 Autumn 2
1.1 What do Christians believe God is like?

Key Vocabulary Definition

parable a simple story used to illustrate a moral or
spiritual lesson, as told by Jesus in the
Gospels.

forgive to stop blaming or being angry with
someone for something that person has
done, or not punish them for something.

forgiveness the action or process of forgiving or being
forgiven.

generous A generous person gives more of
something, especially money, than is usual
or expected.

praise express one's respect and gratitude
towards (a deity), especially in song.

prayer Communication with God/god/gods -
talking and listening.





RE Year 1 Spring 1 and Spring 2 (double unit)
1.7 Who is Jewish and how do they live?

Key Vocabulary Definition

precious of high price or great value; very valuable or
costly

mezuzah a parchment inscribed with religious texts and
attached in a case to the doorpost of a Jewish
house as a sign of faith.

Star of David a six-pointed figure consisting of two
interlaced equilateral triangles, used as a
Jewish and Israeli symbol.

Chanukah also spelt

Hanukkah

Chanukah is an eight-day Jewish festival that
commemorates the rededication of the Jewish
Temple in Jerusalem in the 2nd century.

kippah a skullcap worn by Orthodox Jewish men.

scroll a roll of parchment or paper for writing on.

Tenakh the Jewish Scriptures comprising the books of
law, the prophets, and collected writings.

Sukkot a major Jewish festival held in the autumn
(beginning on the 15th day of Tishri) to
commemorate the sheltering of the Israelites
in the wilderness. It is marked by the building
of small booths covered in natural materials.

sukkah a temporary shelter covered in natural
materials, built near a synagogue or house and



used especially for meals during the Jewish
festival of Succoth.

Shema the central statement of Jewish belief, the
sentence " Hear , O Israel : the Lord is your...

Shabbat is the seventh day of the Jewish week and is
the day of rest and no work.





RE Y1 Summer 1
1.2 Who do Christians say made the world?

Key Vocabulary Definition

creation the act of making or producing something
that did not exist before

creator one that creates usually by bringing
something new or original into being;

Genesis First book of the Bible

praise express one's respect and gratitude
towards (a deity), especially in song.

prayer Communication with God/god/gods -
talking and listening.

Harvest The gathering of things planted. Harvest
celebration celebrates God’s provision and
believers are thankful.





RE Y1 Summer 2
1.9 How should we care for the world and for others, and why does it matter? (C, J, NR)

Key Vocabulary Definition

value holding someone or something in high
regard.

bless to ask for God's help and protection for
someone or something, or to call or make
someone or something holy.

religious having a strong belief in a god or gods.

non-religious Not having belief in god or gods.

Care the process of protecting someone or
something and providing what that person
or thing needs:

friendship Friendship, a state of enduring affection,
esteem, intimacy, and trust between two
people. In all cultures, friendships are
important relationships

scriptures A sacred writing or book.

The Golden Rule The Golden Rule is the principle of treating
others as one wants to be treated.

fundraising the act of collecting or producing money
for a particular purpose, especially for a
charity

event a thing that happens or takes place,
especially one of importance





RE Y2 Autumn 1 and Spring 1
1.6 Who is a Muslim and how do they live? (double unit)

Key Vocabulary Definition

Shahadah the Muslim profession of faith (‘there is no
god but Allah, and Muhammad is the
messenger of Allah’), one of the Five Pillars of
Islam.

Qur’an Muslim holy book

calligraphy decorative handwriting or handwritten
lettering.

Allah Muslims believe in as the one true God

Prophet Muhammad Arab prophet and founder of Islam. Muslims
regard him as God's messenger through whom
the Koran was revealed.

Ramadan the ninth month of the Muslim year, during
which strict fasting is observed from dawn to
sunset.

Tawhid (“making one,” “asserting oneness”), in Islam,
the oneness of God, in the sense that he is
one and there is no god but he, as stated in
the shahādah

Arabic A language

Iman Iman means "faith".it means "believe"
sombody or somthing



prayer Communication with god/gods/God - talking
and listening

ibadah the following of Islamic beliefs and practices

virtue morally good behavior or character

salah the daily ritual prayer enjoined upon all
Muslims as one of the five Pillars of Islam





RE Y2 Autumn 2
1.3 Why does Christmas matter to Christians?

Key Vocabulary Definition

Christmas Celebration marking the birth of Jesus Christ

Nativity The story of Jesus Christ’s birth

Gospels the record of Christ's life and teaching in the
first four books of the New Testament.

Incarnation central Christian doctrine that God became
flesh, that God assumed a human nature and
became a man in the form of Jesus Christ, the
Son of God

vicar/priest a priest in the Church of England who is in
charge of a church and the religious needs of
people in a particular area:

advent the period beginning four Sundays before
Christmas and observed by some Christians as
a season of prayer and fasting.

Advent wreath The Advent wreath is a symbol of the season,
with a candle lit each of the four Sundays
leading up to, and on Christmas Day.

Advent candle The candle is slowly burnt down over the days
leading up to Christmas Day.

Advent calendar a decorative piece of card or cloth with a small
space or window for each of the days of the
month before Christmas.





RE Year 2 Spring 2
1.5 Why does Easter matter to Christians?

Key Vocabulary Definition

Incarnation central Christian doctrine that God became
flesh, that God assumed a human nature and
became a man in the form of Jesus Christ, the
Son of God.

Salvation Salvation means being rescued by God from
the consequences of our wrongdoing.

Holy Week the week before Easter, starting on Palm
Sunday.

Easter principal festival of the Christian church,
celebrating the Resurrection of Jesus Christ on
the third day after his Crucifixion.

crucifixion The process by which Jesus died on the cross.

resurrection the rising of Christ from the dead.

Palm Sunday the Sunday before Easter, on which Christ's
entry into Jerusalem is celebrated in many
Christian churches by processions in which
branches of palms are carried.

Good Friday It is the day when Christians commemorate
Jesus Christ's crucifixion.

Easter Sunday Easter Sunday marks and celebrates Jesus's
resurrection.

hope The Christian hope is hope in God in Jesus



Christ. Christian hope is when God has
promised that something is going to happen
and you put your trust in that promise.
Christian hope is present and future.

heaven a place regarded in various religions as the
abode of God (or the gods) and the angels,
and of the good after death, often
traditionally depicted as being above the sky.



RE Y2 Summer 1
1.4 What is the ‘good news’ Christians believe Jesus brings?

Key Vocabulary Definition

Gospel any of four biblical narratives covering the life
and death of Jesus Christ. Written, according
to tradition, by St. Matthew, St. Mark, St. Luke,
and St. John



forgiveness When you no longer feeling angry at another
person, or at yourself because of a crime, sin,
error, mistake or failure. God freely lets go of
our mistakes.

peace Calm and restful

Community a group of people living in the same place or
having a particular characteristic in common

Charity an organization set up to provide help and
raise money for those in need.

confession an acknowledgement that one has done
something about which one is ashamed or
embarrassed.

Tax collector The man who collected the taxes from the
people, for the government. In the Gospel
taxes were collected from the Jews and given
to the Romans.

disciple a personal follower of Christ during his life,
especially one of the twelve Apostles.

friendship a relationship between friends





RE Y2 Summer 2
1.8 What makes some places sacred to believers? (C,M)

Key Vocabulary Definition

worship to have or show a strong feeling of respect
and admiration for God or a god

sacred regarded with great respect and reverence by
a particular religion, group, or individual

synagogue the building where a Jewish assembly or
congregation meets for religious worship and
instruction

mosque a Muslim place of worship.

font a receptacle in a church for the water used in
baptism, typically a free-standing stone
structure

lectern a tall stand with a sloping top to hold a book
or notes, from which someone can read while
standing up.

pulpit a raised enclosed platform in a church or
chapel from which the preacher delivers a
sermon.

Ner Tamid The sanctuary lamp that hangs infront of the
ark in every Jewish synagogue

Torah scroll The Torah scroll is a long scroll containing the
entire text of the Five Books of Moses

tefillin is a set of small black leather boxes containing



scrolls of parchment inscribed with verses
from the Torah.

tallit A Jewish prayer shawl

Prayer mat a piece of fabric, sometimes a pile carpet,
used by Muslims during prayer.

Prayer beads beadwork used to count the repetitions of
prayers, chants, or mantras by members of
various religions

mihrab is a semicircular niche in the wall of a mosque
that indicates the qibla, that is, the direction
of the Kaaba in Mecca and therefore the
direction that Muslims should face when
praying.

muezzin a man who calls Muslims to prayer from the
minaret of a mosque.

hymn a religious song or poem of praise to God or a
god

altar he table in a Christian church at which the
bread and wine are consecrated in
communion services




