
 

Expressive Arts and Design - Art   Nursery 
 
Key Vocabulary  Definition  

Play Dough  Soft, squashable material than can 
be made into different shapes 

Mould  When you use your hands or tools 
to shape something like Play 
Dough 

Paint A coloured liquid that can be put 
onto a surface like paper 

Drawing Using a pencil to make marks 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 



 

Expressive Arts and Design - Art   Reception 
 
Key Vocabulary  Definition  

Primary colours Red, blue and yellow. These 
cannot be made by mixing other 
colours. 

Secondary colours The colours created when you mix 
two of the primary colours. 

Printing  The process of putting images onto 
a surface, such as paper. The 
images can be repeated to make a 
pattern 

Kiln An oven used for baking, drying, 
firing pottery/clay 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 

Art Year 1 ‘Weather and Seasons’ Autumn Term 
 
Key Vocabulary  Definition  

Primary colours Red, blue and yellow. These 
cannot be made by mixing other 
colours. 

Secondary colours The colours created when you mix 
two of the primary colours. 

Value The lightness or darkness of a 
colour. 

Scrape  Making lines by drawing a tool 
across the clay. 

Shade A colour created by adding black to 
a hue 

Tint A colour created by adding white to 
a hue 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 

Art Year 1 ‘Where we live’ Spring Term 
 
Key Vocabulary  Definition  

Shadow The darkness caused by light being 
blocked 

Light The brightest areas/parts 

 
 

 



 

Art Year 1 ‘Flight’ Summer Term 
 

Key Vocabulary  Definition  

Landscape  The position of the paper where the longest edge is at the bottom 

Portrait The position of the paper where the longest edge is at the side 

Papier mache A paste mixture made with old pieces of paper, usually newspaper 
 

 
 

 

 



 

Art Year 2 ‘Living Things’ Autumn Term 
 
Key Vocabulary  Definition  

Primary colours Red, blue and yellow. These 
cannot be made by mixing other 
colours. 

Secondary colours The colours created when you mix 
two of the primary colours. 

Shaping  Manipulating a material into a 
required form 

Form A 3D shape 
 

 
 
 

 



 

Art Year 2 ‘Great Fire of London’ Spring Term 
 
Key Vocabulary  Definition  

Values The lightness or darkness of a 
colour 

Printing The process of transferring an 
image  on to another surface 

Landscape The position of paper where the 
longest edge is at the bottom 

Shade A colour created by adding black to 
a hue 

Tint A colour created by adding white to 
a hue 

 
 

 

 



 

Art Year 2 ‘Famous Faces’ Summer Term 
 
Key Vocabulary  Definition  

Facial features Parts of the face - eyes, nose, 
mouth, eyelashes, beard, etc 

Portrait The position of paper where the 
longest edge is at the side 

Recycled materials Materials that have been used 
again or for a different purpose 

Bold colours Colours which are bright, vivid, 
strong, noticeable 

Cubism A style of art which is abstract and 
focuses on using geometric shapes 
which can be laid over others and 
can be viewed from different 
angles 

Abstract Images that are not realistic 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 



 

Art Year 3 ‘Stone Age to Iron Age’ Autumn Term 
 
Key Vocabulary  Definition  

Primary colours Red, blue and yellow. These 
colours cannot be made by mixing 
other colours 

Secondary colours The colours created when you mix 
two of the primary colours 

Tertiary colours The colours created when you mix 
a primary and a secondary colour 

Value The lightness or darkness of a 
colour 

Styrofoam A name for polystyrene 

Tesselate to cover a surface with a repeating 
pattern of shapes without any gaps 
or overlaps 

 

 
 
 

 



 

Art Year 3 ‘Skylines’ Spring Term 
 
Key Vocabulary  Definition  

Scale The size of an object in relation to 
another 

Proportion The size of parts within a whole 
object 

Blending/smudging The process of gently merging two 
colours to soften a line or, when 
colours are applied on top of each 
other, to create a different colour or 
tone  

Value The lightness or darkness of a 
colour 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 



 

Art Year 3 ‘Roman Empire’ Summer Term 
 

Key Vocabulary  Definition  

Orientation  The direction/position of a piece of paper 

Representation  A type of recording of what is seen 

Structure A building or an arrangement of parts 

Light The brightest areas/parts 

Shadow The darkness caused when light is blocked 
 

 

 

 



 

Art Year 4 ‘Invaders’ Autumn Term 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Key Vocabulary  Definition  

Primary colours Red, blue and yellow. These 
colours cannot be created by 
mixing other colours 

Secondary colours The colours created when you mix 
two of the primary colours  

Tertiary colours The colours created when you mix 
a primary and a secondary colour 

Papier mache A paste mixture made with old 
pieces of paper, usually newspaper 



 

Art Year 4 ‘Climate’ Spring Term 
Key Vocabulary  Definition  

Scale The size of an object in relation to another 

Proportion The size of parts within a whole object 

Collage The technique and the finished work of art in which pieces of paper, photographs, fabric, etc. are arranged and stuck 
down onto a surface 

Interpretation An individual’s explanation, understanding or impression of a piece of artwork 

Post-Impressionism A period/movement/style of predominantly french art from between 1886 -1905. It was a reaction to the Impressionists’ 
concern for the naturalistic depiction of light and colour and so used more vivid colours and emphasised or distorted real 
life forms 

Distort  To pull or bend out of shape 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

Art Year 4 ‘Egypt’ Summer Term 
Key Vocabulary  Definition  

Blending/smudging  The process of gently merging two colours to soften a line or, when colours are applied on top of 
each other, to create a different colour or tone  

Colour matching Recreating colours that you can see using a medium of art  

Slip A liquid made with water and bits of clay 
 

 

 

 



 

Art Year 5 ‘Ancient Greece’ Autumn Term 
 
Key Vocabulary  Definition  

Effect of light  The brightness on an object and 
the size and intensity of the 
shadow caused 

Coiling technique Rolling pieces of clay into thin 
cylinder shapes which are then 
placed on top of each other to form 
a shape 

Slip A liquid made with water and small 
pieces of clay 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 

 
 

Art Year 5 ‘Sicily - Volcanoes’ Spring Term 
Key Vocabulary  Definition  

Perspective Refers to how 3D objects are represented in 2D artwork to give the impression of depth 

Texture  Surface quality, what something feels like 

Mood  The atmosphere/feeling/emotion that a piece of artwork can make you have 

Hue The origin of a colour we can see 

Tint  When white is added to a colour to make it lighter 

Modroc  A plaster impregnated bandage 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

Art Year 5 ‘Mayans’ Spring Term 
Key Vocabulary  Definition  

Value The lightness or darkness of a colour 

Shade  When black is added to a colour to darken it 

Blending/smudging The process of gently merging two colours to soften a line or, when colours are applied on top of each other, to 
create a different colour or tone 

Batik An Indonesian technique of wax-resist dyeing applied to the whole cloth 

 

 



 

Art Year 6 ‘WWII - Germany’ Autumn Term 
 
Key Vocabulary  Definition  

Graphite  A form of carbon often used in pencils 

Charcoal A lightweight black carbon residue produced by 
strongly heating wood or other animal and plant 
materials 

Audience The person or people viewing the piece of artwork 

Proportion  The size of parts within a whole object 

Shade  Where black is added to a colour to a colour to make 
it darker  

Tension A controlled dramatic or dynamic quality 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carbon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wood
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Animal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Plant


 

Art Year 6 ‘Light and Shade’ Spring Term 

Key Vocabulary  Definition  

Graduated   The gradual transition  from one 
color to another, or from light to 
dark values of the same color 

Vibrant colours Bright, strong colours 

Colour block The use of contrasting vibrant 
hues, usually as bold and  bright 
blocks of color, in clothing design, 
art, and decor 

Pop art A style of art based on simple, bold 
images of everyday items, such as 
soup cans, painted in bright colors 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

Art Year 6 ‘Angry Planet/Disasters’ Summer Term 
 
Key Vocabulary  Definition  

Seascape  A painting/picture which shows the sea 

Texture  Surface quality, what something feels like 

Mood  The atmosphere/feeling/emotion that a 
piece of artwork can make you have 

Hue The origin of a colour we can see 

Tint  When white is added to a colour to make it 
lighter 

 
 

 


