
Reception Vocabulary Map - Cycle A 

 

 All about me/Homes Space Terrific Tales Sowing and Growing Amazing Animals Pirates/Sea Travel 

Communication and 
Language 
 
(Themed vocabulary) 

Family 
Myself 
Talents 
Likes 
Dislikes 
Home 
Favourite 
Changes 
Baby 
Child 
Senses 
Village 
Terraced houses 
Semi-detached houses 
Detached houses 

Autumn 
Fireworks 
Bonfire night 
Catherine wheel​
Space 
Night 
Dark 
Planets 
Moon 
Sun 
Mercury 
Venus 
Earth 
Mars 
Jupiter 
Saturn 
Uranus 
Neptune 
Stars 
Christmas 
Father Christmas 
Presents 

New Year 
Wishes 
Aspirations 
Melt 
Boil 
Stir 
Cook 
Stories 
Fairytale 
Suddenly 
Once upon a time 
Speech 
Feelings 
Emotions 
Characters 
Paragraph 
Blurb 
Author 
Illustrator 
Fiction 

Plants 
Soil 
Sun 
Water 
Grow 
Seeds 
Light 
Leaf 
Stem 
Shoot 
Root 
Flower 
Petal 
Growth 
Healthy 
Spring 
Plant 
Dig 
Watering can 
Gloves 
Wildlife 
Minibeasts 

Animals 
Jungle 
Explorers 
Rainforest 
Countryside 
Habitat 
Texture 
Skin 
Fur 
Claws 
Zoo 
Safari 
Binoculars 
Farm 
Hen 
Cow 
Pig 
Chick 

Pirates 
Desert 
Treasure 
Hook 
Sword 
Compass 
Treasure chest 
Eyepatch 
Sea 
Ship 
Boat 
Submarine 
Beach 
Parrot 
Squak 
Map 
Palm tree 
Row 
Swim 

Personal, Social and 
Emotional Development 

Rules 
Safe place 
Safe person 
Emotions 
Frustrated 
Worried 
Confused 
Angry 
Upset 
Family 
Home 
Friends 
Different 
Feelings 
Nervous 
Responsibilities 
Taking turns 

Fair 
Myself 
Individual 
Persevere 
Independent 
Calm 
Special 
Respect 
Challenges 
Taking turns 
Polite 
Manners 
Differences 
Different 
Friendship 
Frightened 
Similar 

Resilient 
Goals 
Qualities 
Help 
Talents 
Exercise 
Achieve 
Challenge 
Difficult 
Dreams 
Encourage 
Frustrated 
Future 
Persevere 
Reward 

Privacy 
Secrets 
Safe 
P.A.N.T.S 
Hygiene 
Asleep 
Exercise 
Healthy 
Hygiene 
Movement 
Stranger 
Worried 
Unexpected 
Unplanned 

Privacy 
Secrets 
Safe 
P.A.N.T.S 
Friendship 
Faith 
Resolving 
Family 
Friends 
Relationships 
Lonely 
Jobs 

Privacy 
Secrets 
Safe 
P.A.N.T.S 
Fear 
Growth 
Winning 
Losing 
Eyebrow 
Forehead 
Tongue 
Finger 
Stomach 
Change 
Worry 

Physical Development Warm up 
Cool down 
Walk 
March 
Run 
Heels 

Crawl 
Follow 
Mirror 
Catch 
Throw 
Stance 

Bounce 
Sending 
Receiving 
Chase 
Floorwork 
Curl 

Tuck 
Star 
Apparatus 
Bench 
Lie 
Sit 

Shapes 
Solo 
Floor shape 
Standing shape 
Travel 
Unison 

Sprint 
Jog 
Baton 
Relay Race 
Underarm throw 
Overarm throw 



Forwards 
Backwards 
Sideways 
Hop 
Side-step 
Gallop 
Skip 
Balance 
Jump 
Bend 
Land 
 

Roll 
Lean 
Gallop 
Slither 
Copy 
 

Support 
Lead 
Lunge 
 

Stand 
Hanging 
Spring 
Crab 
Bunny hop 
Climb 
Straddle jump 
Pencil roll 
Egg roll 
Rock and roll 
Circle roll 
Pirouette 

Canon 
Lift 
Grip 

Olympics 

Literacy Phonics 
Segment 
Blend 
Phoneme 
Grapheme 
Tricky word 
Sound button 
Word 
Book 
Story 
Page 
Turn 
Picture 
Rhyme 
Read 
Question 
Sentence 

Segment 
Blend 
Phoneme 
Grapheme 
Tricky word 
Sound button 
Digraph 
Sentence 
Capital letter 
Finger space 
Full stop 
Label 
Order 
Fiction 
Non-fiction 
Author 
Illustrator 
Blurb 

Segment 
Blend 
Phoneme 
Grapheme 
Tricky word 
Sound button 
Digraph 
Trigraph 
Sentence 
Capital letter 
Finger space 
Full stop 
Poem 
Caption 
Title 
Explain 
Poetry 
Information 
Facts 

Segment 
Blend 
Phoneme 
Grapheme 
Tricky word 
Sound button 
Sentence 
Capital letter 
Finger space 
Full stop 
Beginning 
Middle 
End 
Sequence 
Story map 
Leaflet 

Segment 
Blend 
Phoneme 
Grapheme 
Tricky word 
Sound button 
Sentence 
Capital letter 
Finger space 
Full stop 
Edit 

Segment 
Blend 
Phoneme 
Grapheme 
Tricky word 
Sound button 
Sentence 
Capital letter 
Finger space 
Full stop 
Introduction 

Mathematics Match 
Sort 
Compare 
Amount 
Fewer 
Groups 
Equal 
Size 
Quantity 
Mass 
Capacity 
Patterns 
Repeating 

Represent 
One 
Two 
Three 
Four 
Five 
Composition 
Circles 
Triangles 
Next to 
Under 
On top 
Beside 
One more 
One less 
Sides 
2-D shape 

Zero 
Compare 
Composition 
Mass 
Heavy 
Light 
Capacity 
Full 
Empty 
Less 
More 
Six 
Seven 
Eight 
Pairs 
Length 
Height 
Time 

Nine 
Ten 
Compare 
Number bonds 
3-D shape 
Cylinder 
Cube 
Cuboid 
Cone 
Sphere 
Pattern 
Repeating 
Subitise 

Subitise 
Composition 
Sort 
Match 
Compare 
Order 
Eleven 
Twelve 
Counting patterns 
Add 
Take away 

Subitise 
Composition 
Sort 
Match 
Compare 
Order 
Doubling 
Sharing 
Grouping 
Even 
Odd 
Patterns 



Understanding the World Unique 
Valuable 
Religious 
Religion 
Non-religious 
Bible 
Baptism 
Artefact 
Hindu 
Camera 
Body, face, eyebrows, knees, 
neck, shoulders, feet, toes 
Materials 
Hard/soft 
Rough/smooth 
Local 
Environment 
Community 
Technology 
Homes 
Telephone 
Television 
Microwave 
Washing machine 
Carpet cleaner 

Christmas 
Nativity 
Carol 
Gift 
Precious 
Beebot 
Transport 
Vehicle 
Travel 
Space 
Autumn 
Winter 
Seasons 
Snow 
Ice 
Frost 

Created 
Creator 
Creation Story 
Christian 
Muslim 
Jew 
Prayer 
Harvest Celebration 
Traditional tales 
Generations 
River 
Village 
Terraced houses 
Semi-detached houses 
Detached houses 
Cemetery 
Church 

Easter 
Palm Sunday 
Hosanna 
Cross 
Resurrection 
Easter garden 
Beebot 
Seed 
Flower 
Stem 
Leaf 
Soil 
Grow 
Water 
Frog/tadpole, spider, worm, 
butterfly, caterpillar, snail, 
ladybird, bee 
River 
Village 
Terraced houses 
Semi-detached houses 
Detached houses 
Cemetery 
Church 
River 
Village 
Terraced houses 
Semi-detached houses 
Detached houses 
Cemetery 
Church 

Special 
Significant 
Church 
Mosque 
Synagogue 
Temple 
Font 
Minaret 
Worship 
Place of worship 
Username 
Keyboard 
Mouse 
Computer 
Materials 
Hard/soft 
Rough/smooth 
Map 
Cow/calf, pig/piglet, 
horse/foal, sheep/lamb, goat, 
hen, penguin, polar bear 

Old Testament 
Chanukah 
Prophet Muhammad 
Beebot 
Seaside 
Float 
Sink 
Water 
Pirates 

Expressive Arts and Design Melody 
Pulse 
Pitch 
Dynamics 
Self-portrait 
Printing 
Colour mixing 
Primary colours 
Junk modelling 

Melody 
Pulse 
Pitch 
Dynamics 
Printing 
Collage 
Junk modelling 
Recycled materials 
Technique 
Primary colours 
Clay 
Kiln 
Mould 

Pitch 
Dynamics 
Marimba 
Trumpet 
Double bass 
Composition 
Textures 
Materials 
Recycled materials 
Construction 
 

Pitch 
Dynamics 
Marimba 
Trumpet 
Double bass 
Composition 
Secondary colours 
Pressed 

Calypso 
African music 
Percussion instrument 
Timbre 
Pulse 
Texture 
Pitch 
Construction kit 
Silhouette 

Calypso 
African music 
Percussion instrument 
Timbre 
Pulse 
Texture 
Pitch 
Junk modelling 
Recycled materials 

 


